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The use of reclaimed water for the irri-
gation of parks, playgrounds, school-
yards, and similar areas is widespread
in the United States. Recently, there
have been instances where the safety
of the practice has been questioned
by the public and others. 

Proposed projects in California and
elsewhere have been delayed or mod-
ified due to opposition, and the safety
of some existing projects has been
called into question. The major issue
revolves around health concerns asso-

ciated with the use of reclaimed
water for landscape irrigation of areas
subject to access and use by children.

Reclaimed water has been used for
crop irrigation for more than 100
years, landscape irrigation for more
than 70 years, and indirect potable
reuse for more than 40 years.
Landscape irrigation of areas subject
to unrestricted public access has
emerged as one of the major uses of
reclaimed water in the last two
decades. 

Both the quantity of reclaimed
water used for the irrigation of parks,
playgrounds, schoolyards, and similar
areas and the number of individual
use areas have increased substantially
in the last 30 years, particularly during
the last decade.

Objectives
In response to the health and safety
concerns that have been raised, the
WateReuse Foundation commissioned
this report to evaluate the safety of
park, playground, and schoolyard irri-
gation with reclaimed water and to
document the extent of the practice
in the United States.

The information contained in this
report is based on—and pertains to—
the use of reclaimed water for the irri-
gation of parks, playgrounds, athletic
fields, and school grounds in the
United States, which has a long his-
tory of reusing treated municipal
wastewater for beneficial purposes.
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Benefits
This report documents the number of
individual parks, playgrounds, and
schoolyard sites irrigated with
reclaimed water across the United
States, and presents the data by
geographic region. It assembles data
that shows that there are minimal
health concerns associated with
chemical constituents where
reclaimed water is used for land-
scape irrigation.

Highlights
There are more than 200 water
reclamation facilities in the United
States, providing reclaimed water
to more than 1,600 individual park,
playground, and schoolyard sites. 
Pesticides, heavy metals, and
organic chemicals are usually
reduced to acceptably low levels
during wastewater treatment and
would not be expected to present
any risks to health from incidental
contact, ingestion, or inhalation of
reclaimed water used for land-
scape irrigation.
Irrigation of parks, playgrounds,
athletic fields, and schoolyards
with highly treated and disinfected
reclaimed water is safe and does
not present any known health risks
to children or others who frequent
those sites that are measurably
different than risks associated
with irrigation using potable water.
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About the Foundation
The mission of the WateReuse Foundation is
to conduct and promote applied research on
the reclamation, recycling, reuse, and desali-
nation of water. 
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